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My Life at Chiba Higashi

Marna Fletcher

My year here at Chiba Higashi High School may well be the most valuable year of
my education. Although 1 cannot study standard subjects along with my classmates,
I am still learning a great deal.

| dont understand much of my teachers' lectures, since they often talk very fast and
use difficult words. So, usually 1 study my Japanese conversation textbook and pract-
ice writing hiragana, katakana and kanji during class time. | spend my free periods
in the library, talking and studying with Judy Powell (a Rotary Club exchange stude-
nt from Australia), or writing letters to my family and friends back in America.

I fee! very fortunate to have Judy here with me at Chiba Higashi. Otherwise, I thi-
nk I would forget much of my English! Judy and I often talk about our experiences
as exchange students living in a foreign country. She has been here only about a mo-
nth, so I am helping her adapt to Japanese customs and language. We also learn from
each other about American and Australian ways of life.

When I first came to Japan, at the end of August last year, the only Japanese |
knew was hai, Mrs. Ichijo gave me lessons in Japanese conversation, and [ studied
hiragana on my own. Now she is teaching Judy, and I am learning how to write kanji
from Matsumoto sensei. Japanese is certainly difficult, but | am making progress. My
understanding and speech improves little by little each day.

English class is where I try to make my contribution. I help by reading aloud and
by coaching my classmates’ pronunciation. I hope | am being of some service to Ma-
tsumoto sensei ; She has been wonderful about helping me learn Japanese.

Sone sensei is now teaching Judy and me about Japan's geography, climate, and in-
dustries. His lessons introduce much interesting information.

I belong to the Sada Club that meets during school. I hope to know the tea ceremony

ritual before | return to America. I enjoy it a lot, although standing up afterwards
is very difficult!

Students at Chiba Higashi High School are great kids, they are friendly, and alwa-
ys full of energy. 1 like my classmates very much. | had an especially good time with
them on our school trip in Kyoto.

[ am not learning a lot about science and math and civics and such, but | am learn
ing a lot about Japan's language and culture. Living and going to school here will
probably be the most special experience of my life. | am getting an “all-around” educa-
tion, where I learn from life rather than from books. Every person I meet is my teach-
er! I'll attend university when I return to America. and then I will have to study ha-
rd for assignments and tests. However, the knowledge 1 gain during my stay in Jap-
an will always be remembered whereas facts memorized for college exams will not.
This education I' m getting from Japanese home and school life is something I can sh-
are with my family and friends in America, which makes the education even more
meaningful,

I am extremely grateful for the kindness of my host families and the people at Ch-
iba Higashi High. Thanks to them, I'm having a wonderful time !

(FRF4OERE w — 2 ) — et « T A Y )
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